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T HOME WITH THE WASTENOT FAMIL

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government

Division of Waste Management
Call LexCall at 311 or visit our Web site at www.lexingtonKY.gov, Environmental Quality, Waste Management

In this issue:

+  Preparing cardboard for pickup, page 2.

*  How do we get to Zero Waste? Page 3.

+  We answer your questions on the back page.
* Yard waste bag coupons on the foldout.

Spring 2011

Make your lawn a natural beauty

The three Rs that are the base of environmental
awareness, also apply to your yard.

¢ REDUCE your time and energy by leaving your grass
clippings on the lawn. Grass clipping are rich in nitrogen,
oxygen and phosphorus, so are a FREE organic fertilizer.

¢ REUSE your yard waste by composting it with organic
kitchen waste to make a natural fertilizer. The Fayette
County Extension Office, 257-5582, can answer your
home-composting questions.

¢« RECYCLE yard waste through our yard waste program,
where it is turned into mulch.

Use the Lenny yard waste cart and paper bags, obtained with
the coupons on the foldout, for leaves, bush and tree
trimmings. Put trimmings in the Lenny even it they stick out.

If you use a lawn service, provide them with the paper bags
needed for your lawn.

If trimmings are too large for the Lenny, bundle and tie them
with twine. Bundles should not exceed four feet.

Yard waste in plastic bags will not be
collected. Please use the coupons to get
paper bags.

City ordinance prohibits yard waste
from going to the landfill as garbage.




Cardboard collection requirements
Boxes not prepared properly for collection will be tagged and left!

1) Put boxes in the Rosie, even if they stick out. 2) Flatten smaller boxes and put them in a larger box.

4 3 o W AR 3 CNAY.

3) Flatten boxes, no larger than 4 feet x 4 feet, and
tie them with twine.
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. . . CARDBOARD COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS
4) Appliance boxes BEWARE: Boxes with trash in
. Cardboard boxes should first go in the Rosie recycling cart or meet the
First if a Store dellVerS an them Wlll be tagged and left! requirements below to be collected:
>

Empty of trash and packing material

appliance in a box, ask
them to take the boxes.

Flattened and no larger than 4 ft. by 4 ft.

Nested in larger boxes or bundled and tied
with twine.

Second, if you need to
dispose of an appliance
box, you must break it
down into a 4 ft. x 4 ft.
square, just as the above
boxes show.

Date:
Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Government
Division of Waste Management

Questions? Call LexCall 311 or go to www.Lexingtonky.gov/recycle

Our collectors will put the above sticker on
cardboard boxes that do not meet requirements and
leave the boxes until they are properly prepared for
pickup.




AT HOME WITH THE WASTENOT FAMILY

Zero waste by 20207

What other cities are doing

"A billion here and a billion there, and pretty soon you're talking real money," said a Republican senator from
[llinois in the late 1960s. Lexington spends about § 3.5 million a year to landfill our waste. Maybe a million
isn't "real money" in today's economy, but reducing landfill-bound waste is good for a city's budget as well as
the environment.

Waste prevention, reuse, recycling and composting are the keys to zero waste. There are about a handful of
cities in the U.S. with zero-waste plans. Most of them are in California, but here are a few things these cities
are already doing or have in their plans to reduce waste.

SAN FRANCISCO—zero waste goal of 2020

e Mandatory recycling and composting ordinance already in place.

e Food and other organic waste is collected from residents and
businesses by the city and delivered to a farm where it is composted.
The compost is sold as a soil amendment.

o By ordinance, restaurants and vendors cannot put customers' take-out =
food in styrofoam containers; they must be recyclable or
compostable.

e Its "Shop Smart" consumer campaign combines shelf-labeling and
advertising to help consumers buy less-wasteful products and
packaging.

NEW YORK CITY— zero waste goal of 2024.
e Divert reusables from landfills, such as furniture, appliances,
carpeting and textiles through on-line trading and establishing

neighborhood swap shops. Incentive to recycle: In Austin, TX, the
o Ban the collection of grass clippings. lid on the garbage cart must be closed, and
customers pay $4 to $8 for any bag outside

SEATTLE— zero waste goal of 2025 the cart

e Seck ways to reduce disposable shopping bags in convenience, drug
and grocery stores.

e Ban the 14,000 tons of carpet that go into their landfill each year and grow a market for recycled carpet
components.

AUSTIN—Zero waste goal of 2040

e Plan identifies specific infrastructure, funding and other requirements needed to achieve it.

o Promotes recycling by offering residents three sizes of garbage carts and charging $4 to $8 for any bag
outside the garbage cart, which must have the lid closed.

We want to hear from you! Tell us:

1) How we can reduce our waste?

2)  How do we get the people who are marginal recyclers to recycle more?
E-mail your ideas to zerowaste1@lexingtonky.gov before July 1, 2011.

Put "zero" or "marginal" in the subject field.
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'Med Toss' day coming in April

For the second year, the Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Government, in partnership
with the US DEA's National Take Back Day
Initiative, will give residents an opportunity
to safely dispose of unwanted
pharmaceuticals. This includes prescription
and over-the-counter medicines, plus
vitamins for you and even your pets.

Date and time:
Saturday, April 30, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Drop-off sites:

Dunbar High School — 1600 Man O’ War Blvd.

Imani Baptist Church — 1555 Georgetown Road

Division of Police Roll Call Center — 1165 Centre Pkwy.
KY American Water building — 2300 Richmond Road
Gardenside Shopping Center, next to the post office — 1701
Alexandria Dr.

This event is sponsored by Lexington’s Division of Police and
Department of Environmental Quality, Bluegrass PRIDE, Kentucky
American Water Company and the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office.

For more information call LexCall, 311, or visit LexingtonKY.gov.

Paper shredding event
goes monthly

Every 4th Tuesday for two hours, April through October, and
for 5 hours the second Saturday in November, residential
customers (sorry, no businesses) can bring paper, file folders,
and any personal documents to the v
LFUCG's paper-shredding day.
The LFUCG is partnering with
Cintas Corporation to provide this
free, safe and secure resource to
shred confidential documents.
Staples, paper clips, and rubber
bands can stay, but don't include
plastic folders or binders. Limit is
25 boxes of material.

Time and dates: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. every 4th Tuesday,
April-October, and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, November, 12.

Drop-off site: Former Old Frankfort Pike landfill, 1631 Old
Frankfort Pike, approximately 1/2 mile inside New Circle
Road. Signs will direct you.

Food waste is 15% of what you put in
the Herbie. Combining that with yard
waste to make compost can reduce the
need for water, fertilizers, and
pesticides on your lawn and in your
garden. If you want to learn to
compost, contact the Fayette County
Extension Office 257-5582.

Workshop enriches
interest in composting

Linda Wolfe (left) and Kathy Jacobson
hold the Grubbies they received as part
of the 200 people who attended the

home composting workshop, March 21.

Your questions

We like it when you ask questions. It helps us know
what information you need. Send your questions to
WSiler@lexingtonKY.gov.

Q: If someone puts trash in the recycle cart along with
recyclables, what happens to the contents? — Brian
Bolton, Pastor, CenterPointe Christian Church.

A: Wrong material can contaminate the good
recyclable material in the Rosie and jam the sorting
equipment at the recycling center. Therefore, it goes
to the landfill and not to the market. Go to
www.LexingtonKY.gov/recycle for details on
recycling.

Q: Can shampoo and conditioner bottles be recycled?
— LexCall caller.

A: No, sorry. For now, we can only market what's on
our list — beverage bottles and jugs and cleaning/
laundry bottles and jugs.

The Wastenot Family newsletter is getting a new look. The Fall edition will
have the Live Green Lexington logo and the content will be organized
differently. We will continue to provide the information you need.

LFUCG HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE
Haley Pike landfill, recycling center, and electronics drop-off closed

Holidays

Collection makeup day

Memorial Day Observed

Monday, May 30

Wednesday, June 1

Independence Day

Monday, July 4

Wednesday, July 6

Labor Day

Monday, September 5

Wednesday, September 7
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